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improvement than Christianity. The difference may be
shortly expressed thus :—Both endeavour to lead men to
do what is right, but philosophy undertakes to explain
what it is right to do, while Christianity undertakes to
make men disposed to do it. Wrong actions spring from
two causes—bad moral dispositions, and intellectual mis-
apprehensions. Good men do wrong perpetually, because
they have not the mental training and skill which may
enable them to discern the right course in given circum-
stances. They have good impulses, but they misconceive
the facts before them, and miscalculate the ofleet of
actions. Their intentions are right, but they take wrong
means of carrying them out. There may be a conflict of
good impulses, and in such cases one at least must remain
unindulgecl. Duty, in short, as it presents itself to us, is a
very complicated matter. To do it with certainty a man
must not be good merely but wise. He must have reflected
deeply on human affairs and on social laws ; he must have
reduced the confusion of good feelings which exists tit
starting in the well-disposed mind to order and clearness.
This, then, is what philosophy undertakes to help him to do.
But suppose the good feelings wanting at the outset.
What will it avail in such a case that philosophy should
point out the right course ? When the man whose impulses
are bad has plainly understood by the aid of philosophy
which is the right course and which the wrong, what will
he do ? Clearly he will take the wrong. Some additional
machinery is wanted which may evoke the good impulses,
cherish them, and make them masters of the bad ones.
If this is not done, what avails it to give a man the know-
ledge of what is right? It will but help him to avoid it,
We have heard of a fruit which gave the knowledge of
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